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1. EXT. ROLLING HILLS, TUN SI A- MORNI NG DAY

RYAN (6), an energetic little boy with flam ng red hair and
freckles, stands on a foot of a hill staring up in wonder at
a massive wi nd turbine.

Ryan’s father MOHAMED (45),a shepherd with a weat hered face
and ki nd eyes, stands a few neters away overseeing his |arge
fl ock of sheep. Mhaned carries a rifle for protection from
wol ves.

MOHANMED
Ryan!

RYAN doesn’'t register his father’'s call.

MOHAMED wal ks over and tenderly places his hand on his son’s
head. RYAN | ooks up at his father.

RYAN
What are they dad?

MOHAMED
They turn wnd into electricity.

RYAN
How?

Mohamed smiles at Ryan.

MOHAMED
|1l draw you a picture and show
you when we get hone.

CHAKER (15), a redheaded teenager, tall and gangly like his
father, cones running fromthe distance.

CHAKER
Dad! Dad! | found it.

2. INT. HOUSE, TUN SI A- MORNI NG DAY

SALHA (38), MOHAMED s wife, a slightly overwei ght wonmen with
a gentle deneanor, sits in their nodest one room house
sorting through grains. She doesn’'t wear the veil and there
are no objects in the house to indicate that she or her
famly are strict Muslins.

On one end of the roomare floor mattresses for sleeping and
two old battered dressers. A dozen makeshift chines made by
Ryan out of broken spoons, sea glass and bottles hang from
the ceiling and the two w ndows.
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Sal ha rai ses her head at the sound of an approaching
vehi cl e.

A young nman enters the house foll owed by a wonen wearing a
floor length black nigab, which covers her face except for
her eyes, and bl ack gloves to cover her hands. The young nan
has flam ng red hair and stubble. H's hair is dishevel ed and
eyes are red fromlack of sleep.

3. EXT. ROLLING HILLS, TUNI SI A- MORNING DAY

Mohaned, Chaker and Ryan reach a ditch where one of their
sheep lies injured froman attack by a wild ani mal .

Mohaned pulls out knife and hands it to Chaker.

MOHAMED
Here, you're going to do it this
tine.

Chaker’s jaw tenses but he conplies with his father’s order
and cuts the sheep’s throat.

JUMP CUT:

In a field nearby, Mhanmed, Chaker and Ryan guide their herd
of sheep over a hill in view of their nbdest house.

Mohanmed carries the dead sheep on his back, it’s bl ood
dripping on his shirt. Mhaned see a weat hered pick-up truck
parked in front of the house and his expression transforns
to worry.

MOHANMED
Let’s hurry.

4. | NT. HOUSE, TUN SI A- MORNI NG DAY

Mohanmed enters the house, his shirt covered in bl ood and
sees Malik (18), his eldest son, seated next to Sal ha.
Salha’s joy is uncontrol |l able, she kisses her son and thanks
god repeatedly for his return. Malik stands up when he sees
his father.

MALI K
Fat her .

Mohamed stands notionless by the door. Ryan runs past
Mohaned and Chaker and junp into Malik’ s arns excitedly.
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RYAN
Mal i k! Malik! Is that your truck?
Can we go on it?

MALI K
(1 aughs)
O course. Let nme rest first.

Chaker glances up at his father to read his expression then
wal ks over to Mali k and shakes hi s hand.

MALI K
How are you?

CHAKER
Good.

SALHA

Mohaned this is Reem Milik's wfe.

Mohanmed notices the wonman in niqgab for the first tine. He
exchanges a qui ck di sapproving | ook with Sal ha and renai ns
silent and distant fromthe cel ebrati ons.

CHAKER
When did you cone?

MALI K
An hour ago.

5. EXT. BACKYARD, FAM LY HOUSE, TUN SI A- MORNI NG DAY

Sal ha sits backyard skinning and gutting the dead sheep. She
nmoves quickly with practiced precision. Mhanmed, still in
hi s bl oodi ed shirt, paces next to her in agitation.

MOHANMED
Where did they get the car?

SALHA
He bought it when they crossed the
bor der .

MOHANMED
Where did he get the noney?

SALHA
| don’t know Mohaned. It doesn’t
matter. They nade it here without
bei ng stopped by the police.
They’ re exhaust ed.
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MOHANMED
W can’'t even see her face with
that thing on. W don’t know
anyt hi ng about her.

SALHA
She’s Syrian... Maybe she' |l take
it off once she gets confortable

Wi th us.
MOHANMED
(sarcastically)
She’ || have to ask her husband’' s

perm ssion to take it off.
Sal ha cl enches her jaw and remains silent.

MOHANMED
They can’t stay here.

Sal ha pauses fromgutting the sheep to |ook directly at
Mohamed.

SALHA
She’ s pregnant.

Mohaned paces silently.

MOHANMED
You’' re not going to question him at
all1?

SALHA
...l ve had one year of not
know ng. ..l thought we |ost him

Mohanmed’ s expression softens and | ooks away. He sighs and
| ooks back at Sal ha.

Malik sits on a chair in the doorway of the house. He hol ds
a broken shard of a mrror and shaves off his beard wth a
razor and soap. Ryan sits on the ground next to him
pretending to shave using a stick as razor.

RYAN
| s Reem a ghost?

Mali k sm | es.
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MALI K
No, she's a wonman |i ke nom

RYAN
But why does she | ook |ike a ghost?

MALI K
She wears a nigab because it
protects her.

7. EXT. HLL TOP, NEAR HOUSE, TUN SI A- SUN SET
Reem st ands al one on top of a hil
overl ooking a green valley, her
nigab blowing in the wind. RYAN
(V.O From what ?

MALI K (V. O
...fromgetting hurt.
RYAN (V. O
| want one too.
MALI K (V. O
It’s only for wonen.
RYAN (V. O
VWhy ?
Mal i k wal ks up the hill towards Reem
MALI K

We have to go back for dinner.

Mal i k reaches for Reenis gloved hand and | ooks at the view
with her. Silence. No. REEM

REEM
It’s so quiet.

MALI K
| saw the way ny father | ooked at
you when he wal ked in...do you
think you could take it off? I know
him.. It’s going to be a problem

Reem shakes her head.

MALI K
W' re going to have to...

REEM
(aggressively)
| said no.



7. INT. HOUSE, TUN SI A- N GHT

The famly is gathered on the floor for dinner. Malik sits

across his father next to Reem Mhanmed won’t | ook at Malik
and Reenis direction. Ryan is seated Malik’s | ap. Everyone

is eating except for Reem

SALHA
(to Reem
You don’t want to eat ny dear?

MALI K
She prefers to eat al one after
we’' re done.

SAHLA
VWhat ever makes her confortabl e.

MALI K
(To Mohaned)
| saw that the fence needs repair.
| can fix it with Chaker tonorrow.

MOHANMED
Leave it as it is.

MALI K
We coul d be done by noon if we
start at dawn.

MOHAMED
| said leave it as it is. | don't
see why you care all of a sudden.

CHAKER
one of the sheep escaped | ast
ni ght. ..

MOHAMED

Qui et boy. Who told you to speak.
Mal i k stops eating and | ooks directly at his father.

MALI K
| had a duty to ny fell ow Muslim
brothers and sisters suffering in
Syria. | could not drown out their
cries of need.

MOHAMED
How about your Muslim brother Ryan
who had to fight off wild dogs
al one because Chaker was too busy

( MORE)
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MOHAMED (cont’ d)
hel ping me in your place? How about
your Muslim not her who didn't eat
for weeks when you left and al nost
died fromgrief? Are they not
wort hy of your Miuslimduty?

Chaker and Reem keep their heads bent down as the tension

ri ses.

SAHLA
Enough Mohamed. He is back, we nust
count our bl essings.

MALI K
Maybe | woul d have stayed if you
had treated me as a man instead of
your mul e.

MOHANMED
You think killing other nen has
made you one? | hope to god that
you didn’t butcher any wonen or
children for your nother’s sake.

Mal i k, shaking with fury, remains silent.

SAHLA
Pl ease let us finish this neal in
peace.

MALI K
| didn't.

MOHANVED

(sarcastically)
O course you didn't.

SAHLA
Mohaned pl ease.

MALI K
| did paperworKk.

MOHAMED
(chuckl es)
Wiy would they trust an idiot |ike
you to do paperwork? You woul dn’t
even finish high school.

Mal i k stares at Mohanmed, shaking with fury.
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SAHLA

(yell's)
Enough Mbhaned.

8. EXT. ROLLING HILLS, TUN SI A~ MORNI NG NEXT DAY

Mohaned, Malik, Chaker and Ryan | ead the sheep over the
hills to graze. Mhanmed and Mali k keep a physical distance
fromeach other. Malik carries Ryan on his back.

JUWP CUT:
The boys westle under an olive tree.
JUWP CUT:

Mal i k, Chaker and Ryan nap under the tree. Chaker and Ryan
are nestled close around Mali k. Mhaned sits nearby
finishing his lunch and | ooks di sapprovingly at Mlik. He
stands, wal ks over to the boys and forcefully nudges Mli k.
Mal i k wakes up surprised and registers his father’s cold
expression. Malik holds his father’s gaze, unintim dated.

MOHANVED
W have to go.
9. INT. HOUSE, TUN SI A- AFTERNOON
Sal ha clears the lunch table and | eaves the room

Mal i k and Chaker play a gane of checkers with a very
weat hered checkers board.

Ryan sits in Malik’s lap, playing with Malik’s touchscreen
phone. Ryan has never seen a touch screen phone and is
fascinated with how it works.

Reem sits nearby watching the gane whil e Mhaned prepares
his nightly shisha. The sound of Sal ha washing the dishes

out side perneates into the room Reem stands up and wal ks
t owards the door.

10. EXT. HOUSE, TUN SI A- AFTERNCON

Sal ha is washing the di shes. Reem arrives.

REEM
Can | help you?

Sal ha smles at Reem reaches for a stool and places it next
to her for Reem
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SALHA
"1l scrub and you can rinse.

Reem renoves her gl oves and begins rinsing the dishes. They
work silently but are confortable in each others presence.

Mohanmed cones outside carrying his shisha and a mattress.
Reem hi des her hands between her | egs from Mohaned. Sal ha
notices this.

SAHLA
Go i nside Mhaned until we finish
t he di shes.
MOHAMED
(surprised)

Why ?

He sees that Reem has hi dden her hands but continues setting
up his mattress and shisha next to them Mbhanmed sits and
starts snoki ng.

SAHLA
Did you hear ne Mohaned?

MOHAMED
|”ve only | oved one worman in ny
life and that is you. She is out of
her mnd if she thinks her bare
hands are going to nake her
desi rabl e.

SALHA
Didn’'t you speak your m nd enough
| ast ni ght.

MOHAMED
| will continue to speak until they
understand that guests in ny house
abi de by ny rules.

SAHLA
He' s your son.

Mal i k cones out.

MALI K
What’' s wong?
MOHAMED
| don’t accept cockroaches into ny

house.

Reem stands to go into the house but Mlik stops her.
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MALI K
Your tal king about nmy wife father.

MOHAMED
Maybe your wife can’'t see well wth
that thing covering her eyes. If
she hasn’t noticed we |live in one
roomthat | built with own hands. |
will not be noved around every tine
she decides to take her gloves off.

Mal i kK whi spers in Reenmis ear. She shakes her head but Malik
is insistent.

Reem sl oW y renoves her nigab and turns to Mohaned and
Sal ha, her eyes away fromthem She is fourteen years ol d.

Mohanmed and Sal ha are shocked into silence by her age.

Mohaned | ooks hard at Malik who turns his face away to avoid
| ooking at his father.

11. WOODS, TUN SI A- LATE AFTERNOON SUNSET

Mohanmed wal ks into the woods carrying his rifle. He kneels
down and gingerly noves away | eaves fromthe forest floor to
| ook for wild boar tracks. He hears cracking of tw gs behind
hi m and quickly turns around raising his rifle. He finds

not hing. He hears the snorting of a wild boar behind him and
turns around but again sees nothing. Sounds of broken tw gs
and snorting boars nmultiply, Mhanmed keeps turning
frantically with his rifle raised | ooking for the source of
t he sounds.

12. EXT. FIELD, TUNI SI A- MAG C HOUR/ SUNSET

Reemsits in a field on the edge of the woods nmaeking a crown
out of flowers. She no |onger wears a nigab but a thick
scarf around her head that makes her face | ook tiny. She
still wears her black gloves, trying to cover every inch
except her face.

She hears a cracking of twigs and | ooks in the direction of
t he woods but sees not hing. She | ooks back at her fl ower
crown. Malik approaches and sits next to her.

MALI K
Are you ok?

Reem nods. Malik places his hand on her belly.
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MALI K
| can feel it kicking.

Reem sm | es neekly at himthen | ooks back at her hands.
REEM
|’ m scar ed.
13. I NT. HOUSE, TUN SI A- SUNRI SE
Mohaned |ies awake next to Sal ha, Chaker and Ryan unable to

sl eep. He gets up. He stands in front of a curtain where
Reem and Mal ik are sl eeping and watches them

Mohaned stands alone on a hill top with the bl anket around
hi s shoul ders watching the sunri se.

15. INT. HOUSE, TUN SI A- MORNI NG

Mal i k puts on a sweater.

He wal ks towards where Chaker and Ryan are sl eeping and sees
Mohaned' s rifle hangi ng on the wall

He stops and stares at it, his breathing el evates.
Chaker’s eyes open, he sees Malik standing in front of the
gun. Malik turns towards his brothers. Chaker closes his
eyes to feign sleep. Malik nudges Chaker and Ryan.
MALI K
(whi spers)
" mtaking you to the beach.

16. EXT. WOODS, TUN SI A- MORNI NG

Mal i k, Chaker and Ryan wal k through the woods. Malik carries
Ryan on hi s back.

CHAKER
VWhat was it |like there?

Malik is taken off guard by the question and answers
robotically.

MALI K
It was good.
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CHAKER
Way did you cone back?

MALI K
| m ssed you guys.

17. EXT. WOODS, TUN SI A- MORNI NG

Mal i k, Chaker and Ryan wal k through the woods. Malik carries
Ryan on hi s back.

CHAKER
VWhat was it |like there?

Mali k is taken off guard by the question and answers
robotically.

MALI K
It was good.

CHAKER
Way did you cone back?

MALI K
| m ssed you guys.

( CONTI NUED) CONTI NUED: 13.

CHAKER
Can you take nme next tine?

Mal i ks eyes dart away from Chaker’s gaze to hide his
enoti ons.

MALI K
| m not goi ng back.

CHAKER
But if you do?

MALI K
Ckay.

Mali k turns to Chaker.

MALI K
what did dad say when | left?

Chaker hesitates to answer but Ryan answers nonchal antly not
regi stering the significance.
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RYAN
He said we had to forget you.

Mal i k, Chaker and Ryan run across a deserted beach nestl ed
in between maj estic nmountains and junp into the ocean.

JUMP CUT:

Mal i k and Chaker stand on some rocks fishing while Ryan
collects shells and sea glass fromthe beach.

MALI K
| want to tell you sonething...It
was a mstake to go. | don’'t want

you to ever think about going.
Chaker remains quiet.

MALI K
(aggressivel y)
Prom se ne.

Chaker nods.

Ryan finds a long fishing line buried in the sand and begi ns
maki ng a wi nd chine for Sal ha.

Mal i k and Chaker wal k over hol ding a spiked sea urchins
tenderly in their hands. Ryan, hel ped by Malik, splits open
one of spiked sea urchins with a rock and they feast on its
blood red interior. Staining their hands with the red

j ui ces.

19. EXT. ROAD, TUN SI A- DAY

Mohanmed wal ks down a dirt road towards a small cluster of
houses. He reaches a makeshift corner store in a snal
garage and nods in greeting at the store clerk.

MOHANMED
Two cigerettes pl ease.

The clerk hands himthe cigerettes. Mhanmed is distracted
and slow to respond.

MOHAMED
Do you think I could borrow your
phone?
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CLERK
O course brother.

20. EXT. HOUSE, TUN SI A- DAY

Salha is in the garden salting the sheep skin in order to
dry it. She hears soneone approaching and | ooks up and sees
Mohamed.

SALHA
Where have you been?

MOHANMED
VWhere are the boys?

SALHA
Mal i k took themto the beach.

MOHANMED
It’s the last tine he takes them
wi t hout ny perm ssion.

Sal ha i s exasper at ed.
CUT TO

| nsi de the house, Reem stands by the wi ndow hearing Sal ha
and Mbhaned ar gui ng.

SAHLA (O S.)
They’'re just going to the beach.

MOHAMED (O S.)
How can you still trust his
j udgnment ? He brought back a child
for a wife.

SAHLA (O S.)
How ol d was | when we married?
Wasn’t | 15? or have you forgotten?

CUT BACK
MOHANMED
She’'s 13.
SALHA
14.
MOHANMED

How do we even know that's true?
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15.

Sal ha turns her head and finds Reem standi ng before them

Reem struggl es to speak

SAHLA
VWhat is it ny dear?

REEM
It’s not Malik’s baby.

SALHA
[t’s not Malik’'s?

Reem shakes her head.

SAHLA
VWho' s. . Who is?

REEM
...l was forced to marry a fighter
but...there were many of them I
met Malik after | ran away...He
t hought if you knew t he baby wasn’t
his you woul dn’t hel p us.

Mohaned is visibly disturbed by this revel ation.

awkward sil ence.

MOHAMED
Take her to your sister’s house.

Sal ha stands notionl ess and conf used.

SAHLA

What ?
MOHAMED

Take her to your sister’s now.
SALHA

Wy ?

Si | ence.

SALHA

What did you do?

21. WOODS, VILLAGE- DAY

Mohamed runs frantically through the woods.

There is an



16.

22. CLI FF OVERLOCKI NG BEACH DAY

Mohaned runs frantically ona cliff that over | ooks the
ocean. He bends over catching his breath. He scans the beach
but its enpty.

23. INT. ROAD, TUN SI A- DAY

Mal i k, Chaker and Ryan are wal ki ng back fromthe beach. Ryan
carries the wind chime he has made for his nother. Malik is
pl ayi ng an Arabic rap song from his phone.

Mal i k and Chaqger start rapping and grooving to the nusic.
Ryan attenpts to follow his brothers which make them | augh

As they near the house Malik stops suddenly. In the distance
police cars nake their way to the house.

Chaker | ooks at Malik, understanding the gravity.

Mal i k stares at the police car, trying to hold back his
enotions, knowi ng that the future he envisioned is over.

24. | NT. PCLI CE CAR- LATE AFTERNCON

Mal ik sits in the back of the police car defeated as it
drives away fromthe house.

MOHAMED (V. O
Sal ha, pl ease..

SALHA (V. O
You think you are so nuch better
t han him

Sal ha stands by the wi ndow red eyed fromcrying. She turns
to Mohanmed who stands across the room hidden in the shadows.
Her eyes are cold and hallow, his eyes plead for forgiveness
and under st andi ng.

26. EXT. HOUSE, TUN SI A- LATE AFTERNOON
Ryan lies on the sheepskin in front of the house, curled up

on his side. H's eyes have a gl azed, enpty expression.
Chaker approaches him
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CHAKER
Ryan get up

Ryan i s unresponsive and continues to be unresponsive wth
Chaker .

CHAKER
Come on, get up..

Chaker lies next to Ryan and waps his arm around him

The sound of the wind turbines fromthe first scene begins
softly then grows |ouder and | ouder.

End.



